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Committee Secretariat 

Maori Affairs Committee 

Parliament Buildings 

WELLINGTON 6160 

 

 

Dear Select Committee Members 

 

Petition requesting a national day of commemoration for the New Zealand Land Wars 

 

I wish to register my opposition to the establishment of a national day of commemoration for the 

New Zealand Land Wars. Such a day is unlikely to build national unity and instead risks becoming a 

focal point for grievance and contention. 

 

Before detailing the reasons for making this submission I wish to acknowledge the students of 

Otorohanga College who presented the petition requesting a Land Wars commemoration day to 

your Committee. Their interest in our history is commendable and the steps they have taken to 

engage in our political process are to be applauded. When young New Zealanders show such 

commitment to be informed and participate in our democracy it bodes well for our future. I do not 

support their petition, but I admire their endeavour. 

 

I also want to make clear that I am a strong supporter of the Treaty settlements process. The process 

is not perfect and has still to be completed. However it is a journey that has been undertaken in 

good faith and engaged in honourably by both sides. We need to face our past conflicts and where 

injustice has occurred we need to do our best to put things right. Our history is not something we 

can ignore.  

 

Hence my opposition to a Land Wars commemoration day is not an attempt to deny our history or a 

rejection of the Treaty settlements process. To the contrary, I consider that process critical to the 

future of good race relations and national unity / kotahitanga in New Zealand. Indeed it is because a 

Land Wars commemoration day threatens to divert that process that I do not support it.  

 

I hope the preceding comments will help the Committee to better understand the context of my 

submission and my aim in making it. I come with no agenda other than to help build national unity in 

New Zealand. I am concerned that a national commemoration day for the Land Wars will not help to 

achieve this for the following reasons. 

 
  



1) A Land Wars Day risks locking in grievance focus 
 

Whilst it is may not be the intention of those who are advocating it, there is a real risk that a national 

day to commemorate lives lost in the land wars in New Zealand will foster disunity. Rather than 

building kotahitanga, it may simply reserve a space in our national calendar around which grievance 

will coalesce and contention will fester - on both sides.  

 

Advocates may argue that such a day could be celebrated in a way that is honouring and could 

somehow be a positive reflection on a sad part of our history. However it is difficult to see this as a 

likely or probable outcome. A more realistic judgement is that remembering our conflicts in this way 

is likely to engender disunity, anger and resentment. Such a judgement is based not only on an 

assessment of the political and social climate in New Zealand. It is based on based on an honest 

assessment of human nature and how relationships work – and don’t work.   

 

In a healthy relationship you celebrate your successes - you don't memorialize your conflicts. In a 

healthy relationship you do your best to face your failures and conflicts. Difficult conversations are 

had. Apologies are offered. Actions are taken to put things right. Forgiveness is offered. 

Reconciliation is achieved and whilst lessons are learned, both parties put things behind them and 

move forward to better things. 

 

This is the dynamic of a healthy relationship. In New Zealand we are building a strong relationship 

between Maori and Pakeha based on this dynamic. It is called the Treaty settlements process. As 

noted above, that process is an ongoing journey. A Land Wars Day threatens to divert that journey 

by freezing our focus on conflicts that need to be put behind us.  

 

This is not to say those conflicts can or should be forgotten. It is merely to say that memoralizing 

them in a national commemoration day is unlikely to be helpful to building good race relations into 

the future. 

 
2) Waitangi Day already provides a focal point for teaching NZ history 

 

Part of the rationale for the Land Wars Day is a desire for a focal point around which New Zealand 

history can be taught. However we already have such a focal point in Waitangi Day. This provides an 

excellent opportunity for schools to teach about our history in a broader context, including the 

breaches of the Treaty that led to the land wars.  

 

Waitangi Day also provides the opportunity for teaching about how the Crown via the Treaty 

settlements process is now taking steps to redress historical grievances. Apologies are being offered 

and restitution is being made. If we are to achieve unity and reconciliation out of the settlements 

journey it is important that new generations are aware of this fact. Teaching that is based around a 

conflict focus (a Land Wars Day) is less likely to achieve this. Instead it may leave idealistic young 

people with sense of injustice and grievance around matters which have in fact been dealt with and, 

in as much as is possible, put right.  



 

Again, this is not to say that the history of our conflicts should be ignored or forgotten. It is simply to 

say that the teaching of such history should be put in its wider context – including the context of the 

Treaty settlements process. Waitangi Day provides a better platform to achieve this. 

 
3) We already have a national commemoration day  
 

In ANZAC Day New Zealand already has a national day of commemoration. Some might argue that if 

we can remember lives lost in battles overseas then why not those lost in battles at home. The 

difference is that ANZAC Day marks those times when we stood together against a common enemy. 

It began at Gallipoli but it now also recalls all the times since when we united to fight for freedom 

and against injustice and tyranny in the world.  That is something worth remembering together in a 

national commemoration day. It builds unity and reminds us of the values we hold in common – 

values we have been willing to fight for and even die for together. 

 

Our battles against each other are different thing altogether. Whilst they should not be forgotten, 

they are not something we should give the same status as ANZAC Day. They are something we need 

to deal with, learn from, put right, and put behind us.  

 

 

I would appreciate the opportunity to discuss this submission with the Committee. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Ewen McQueen 

20th April 2016 

 


