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Petition requesting a national day of commemoration for the New Zealand Land Wars 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak with the Committee. 

 

Firstly let me say my submission should not be taken as critical of the Otorohanga College students 

who presented this petition requesting a Land Wars commemoration day to your Committee. Their 

interest in our history is commendable and the steps they have taken to engage in our political 

process are to be applauded.  I do not support their petition, but I admire their endeavour. 

 

Indeed I don’t want my submission to be received in any way as angry or critical – and that is why I 

appreciate the opportunity to speak with you in person. Because in so doing I hope you will hear the 

heart and the spirit behind this submission. 

 

I am a New Zealander who loves his country. My heart’s desire is for national unity / kotahitanga. 

 

I am a strong supporter of the Treaty settlements process. We need to face our past conflicts and 

where injustice has occurred we need to do our best to put things right. Our history is not something 

we can ignore. That is why I support the Settlement process and I want to give credit to all of you 

and your various parties for the work you have done in that regard. I think particular credit goes to 

the current Minister Hon Chris Finlayson for the energy and focus he has brought to the process. 

 

That process is not perfect – but it is doing us good as a nation. And that is why I am concerned 

about this proposal for a land wars commemoration day. I think it risks diverting / distracting from / 

even stalling and subverting that process. And that journey is too important to put at risk. 

 

1) A Land Wars Day risks locking in grievance focus 
 

Whilst it is may not be the intention of those who are advocating it, there is a real risk that this 

proposal will foster disunity. That is a judgment call about how it is likely to be received by the 

general populace. I suspect it may simply reserve a space in our national calendar around which 

grievance will coalesce and contention will fester - on both sides.  

 

It is also a judgment based on how human relationships work. In a healthy relationship you celebrate 

your successes - you don't memorialize your conflicts. I have learnt this from 26 years of marriage! 



You face your failures and conflicts. Difficult conversations are had. Apologies are offered. Actions 

are taken to put things right. Forgiveness is offered. Reconciliation is achieved and you put things 

behind you and move forward to better things. 

 

This is the dynamic of a healthy relationship. That is what we have in the Treaty Settlements process. 

A day focusing on past conflict goes against the grain of that process. 

 
2) Waitangi Day already provides a focal point for teaching NZ history 

 

Waitangi Day provides an opportunity to teach about our history in a broader context, including the 

Treaty breaches that led to the land wars. Also how the Crown is now taking steps to redress 

historical grievances. It is important that new generations are aware of this fact. Teaching based 

around a conflict focus may not. Instead it may leave idealistic young people with sense of injustice 

and grievance on matters which have in fact been dealt with and, in as much as is possible, put right.  

 

 

3) We already have a national commemoration day  
 

If we remember those fallen overseas then why not those lost in battles at home. The difference is 

that ANZAC Day marks those times when we stood together against a common enemy. It began at 

Gallipoli but also recalls all the times since when we united to fight for freedom and against injustice.  

Remembering that together in a national commemoration day builds unity and reminds us of the 

values we hold in common – values we have been willing to fight and die for together. 

 

 

In closing I think this proposal raises the question of what it is we want to hold on to from our past. 

Again I am not saying we should forget our past – but sometimes if we hold on too tightly to pain or 

loss from our past, it can end up holding on to us. And I don’t think that is what we want as a nation. 

 

So what should we hold on to. Perhaps today we should recall the words of Te Wherowhero – hold 

fast to love, to the law, and to faith in God. 

 

Perhaps too we can recall the heart and spirit of Wiremu Tamihana – a man of great faith, and great 

love for all the people of New Zealand. A man with a heart for peace, but who found himself in the 

middle of a war he didn’t want.  

 

What would Tamihana say to us today. I suspect he would open the Bible that he carried with him 

everywhere – even to the day he died. And maybe he would direct us to the words of the Apostle 

Peter – above all hold fast to love, because love covers a multitude of sins. 
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